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Abstract
Terrorism, Ethnic Violence and Organized Crime in Mali:
An Analysis of a Complex Network

Terrorism does not thrive in isolation. Building effective
networks enables terrorist organizations to live longer and obtain
more assets of power. Accordingly, it gains more importance to
examine how terrorist organizations conduct a successful
"networking" process with other social actors.

Since 2012, Mali has witnessed an unprecedented wave of
terrorism that managed to sustain for nine years although
extensive national, regional and international efforts of counter-
terrorism operations in African Sahel. Terrorist groups in Mali
have been able to establish broad and complex networks of
interactions with many other actors that provide terrorism with
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profound social roots and means of survival. Several patterns of
co-operative intersections have emerged between terrorist
organizations and ethnicity-based self-defense militias. Similarly,
terrorism in Mali established mutually beneficial relationships
with local and international organized crime which were
substantially valuable for both parties.

Consequently, it is impossible for any local, regional and
international counter-terrorism efforts in Mali to have a real
chance of success without dismantling social networks that link
terrorist organizations to ethnic militias and organized crime, in
order to deprive terrorism of sources of support. To guarantee the
success of this inclusive counter-terrorism approach, it becomes a
priority to allocate more resources to deal with the root causes of
terrorism such as social divisions, poverty, and corruption.

Keywords: Terrorism, Mali, African Sahel, Ethnic Violence,
Organized Crime.
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